
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Big Idea 

WEEK 4 

Everything that happens to us gives God an opportunity to do something in us. God will use difficult things that we go 
through to teach us, test us and help us grow closer to Him. What is tested can be trusted. What has not been tested is 
hard to trust. God will use those areas where we have been tested to lead us into our purpose. 

 
“God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation. Afterward they will receive a crown of life that God 

promised to those who love Him.” 
JAMES 1:12(NLT) 

 

Discussion Questions 
• What happens to us gives God an opportunity to do something in us. Describe a time when you were tested that 

then gave you an opportunity to grow. 
• Hebrews 3:8 tells us not to harden our hearts during testing. What are some ways to avoid this hardening? 
• Sometimes there are things that we need to allow God to scrape away from our hearts in order to fulfill our purpose.  

Talk about examples of how renewed hearts can change perspective. 
• Pastor Rick Warren has said that your greatest pain often becomes your greatest ministry. How does this experience 

help you relate to others? 
 

Prayer Focus 
Ask God to help you embrace trials and see what He is teaching you through them. Pray that the testing of your faith 
brings about a perseverance that leads to maturity and becomes a foundation for ministry to others that will walk 
through similar struggles. 

 
Next Steps 
Take a moment this week to review your devotional prayer life. Be intentional to first seek the presence of God before 
asking him to meet your specific needs. Check your Pray First personal prayer guide for more information on prayer 
formats. A prayer guide can be downloaded at: 21days.churchofthehighlands.com/resources 

 
Leader Tip 
If your group has room for more people, encourage your members to invite someone to come with them next week. 
They can consider neighbors, co-workers, friends, and family. 


